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Civil War People and Places

Fort Donelson — earthen fort located on west bank of the Cumberland River in Dover, Tennessee.

Fort Heiman - earthen fort located on west bank of Tennessee River across from Ft. Henry.

Fort Henry - earthen fort located on east bank of the Tennessee River, twelve miles from Fort Donelson.
Cumberland River - Fort Donelson is located on this waterway.

Tennessee River — Forts Henry and Heiman are located on this waterway.

Confederacy - States that seceded from the United States to create the Confederate States of America: TN, AK,
TX, MS, AL, GA, FL, NC, SC, VA, LA

. Union (Federals) — United States of America; those states that remained loyal to the United States.

Ulysses S. Grant - overall commander of U.S. forces for Campaign for Fort Henry and Donelson; promoted Chief
of Commander of United States forces in February 1864.

“Unconditional Surrender” Grant - nickname acquired after the surrender terms issued at Fort Donelson.
Jefferson Davis - President of the Confederate States of America, 1861-1865

Abraham Lincoln - President of the United States, 1861-1865

Bluegrass State — nickname for Kentucky

Volunteer State — nickname for Tennessee

Dover, TN - busy, prosperous river town during the antebellum (pre-war) period in Tennessee.

Stewart County, TN - located in the northwest corner of Tennessee. Dover is the county seat.

Gustavus Henry - Tennessee Senator at the beginning of the war; Fort Henry was named for this senator
Tennessee Militia — the state guard of Tennessee.

Mary Newcomb - a Civil War nurse who helped with the wounded during the battles of Fort Henry and Donelson.
Her husband, Sgt. Hiram Newcomb, was mortally wounded at Fort Donelson.

Mary Ann Bickerdyke - known as “Mother” Bickerdyke; she followed Grant’s army the entire Civil War

. Mary Jane Safford- young Cairo, Illinois women who assisted with the wounded soldiers
21.

Nannie Haskins - young girl from Todd County, Kentucky who wrote a diary of her experiences living in Clarksville
during the Civil War

Major General Don Carlos Buell - commander of the Department of the Ohio (all Union troops east of the
Cumberland River to the Appalachian Mountains)

Henry Halleck - commander of the Department of the Missouri (all Union troops west of the Cumberland River
to Arkansas)

Andrew Hull Foote — veteran sailor and commander of Union gunboat and timberclad flotilla

General P.G.T. Beauregard —-Confederate hero of Fort Sumter and Manassas.

Gideon J. Pillow - Tennessee brigadier who brought Confederate troops to Fort Donelson from Hopkinsville and
Clarksville.

Nathan Bedford Forrest — Confederate Lt. Colonel, overall commander of cavalry troops at Fort Donelson,
escaped with some of his troops before surrender

John B. Floyd - senior commander of Confederate troops at Fort Henry and Donelson; brigadier general

John McClernand - Illinois brigadier general, former Congressman, Union brigade commander for the campaign
Simon B. Buckner - junior commander at Fort Henry and Donelson; offered surrender of Fort Donelson to
Brigadier General U.S. Grant; brigadier general

Lew Wallace — Union brigade officer at Fort Henry and Donelson; author of Ben Hur.

Lick Creek - tributary of the Cumberland River, east side of Fort Donelson.

Governor Isham G. Harris — Tennessee governor at the beginning of the Civil War.

General Robert E. Lee - Commander of Confederate forces in Virginia; assumed overall command of Confederate
troops in January 1865.

Ironclads Essex, Cincinnati, Carondelet, and St. Louis —gunboats that attacked Fort Henry

Timberclads Tyler, Conestoga and Lexington — Admiral Foote’s Union gunboats that took Fort Henry



